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August 2016
Alumni Reunion and Museum
The ranch museum was a big hit with the Alumni
at their recent onsight reunion.

It has become a favorite place to
hang out during fundraising events
on the ranch.

Learning new skills at the ranch.

“ It’s better to build boys than to mend men.”

From The Executive Director
One of the most frequently asked questions when we are traveling or hosting visitors here on the ranch is “How do you find the
good people who come to the ranch to work with the boys?”
There are a myriad of possible answers to that question depending on whose asking and why. Of course, when we have a need in
personnel, we immediately make it a matter of prayer and invoke
the blessings of God in helping us connect up with the right people.
When we say “the right people” we are thinking several things.
First of all, we desire Christian applicants who have a Christian
world view philosophy. Secondly, they must have a solid stable
marriage. You can imagine how important that is. Thirdly, they
must have a basic love for people. When one doesn’t have a basic
love for people, they seldom can be taught to do so.
Fourthly, we are looking for people who seem to have the call of God on their lives
for this work. The responsibility of childcare is tedious, yes, but enjoyable when a
good prayer life and Bible study is a daily incorporation in one’s personal time. We
believe that this resource is vital to Christian childcare.
The boys we help and train during whatever time they are here need a clear look at
their options in this life. Many children grow into adulthood and hardly ever (even in
the good ‘ole USA) are engaged in a clear presentation of the gospel of Christ.
Yes, we have had boys to live here and not adhere to a profession of faith in Christ.
After all – it is their decision. Our responsibility is to love them, train them, and let
them know they have a “forever home.” Some of the boys don’t figure out things spiritually until later and we are glad that they do.
So, (1) we tell ‘em, (2) we tell ‘em again, (3) and then tell ‘em what we told ‘em.
When we get tired of that, we are out of the Christian childcare business.
Children are a heritage of the Lord. Let’s not forget that as we help them with all
the other things about growing into a good person. Your financial help makes our
work more of a pleasure than a chore. Thank you from our hearts.
Ken Johnson

RBR’s First Alumni Reunion

On January 16, 2016 the Rodeheaver Boys Ranch staff and boys enjoyed hosting
18 ranch alumni and their families. They spent most of the day eating lunch in the
cafeteria and receiving a tour of the ranch. Everyone enjoyed the experience and
the alumni expressed their appreciation for those who were in the administration
during the years they were at the ranch. Lots of memories!
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Making Childhood Memories
Recently the Rodeheaver Boys
Ranch Alumni held their first
Ranch Reunion in the 66-year history of the ranch. My wife Donna is
the curator of the Rodeheaver
Boys Ranch museum and prior to
the alumni group arriving, she
pulled out all the pictures and
newspaper articles she could find
that had ranch boys in them and
displayed them in chronological
order.
When the alumni and their families
arrived at the museum, they
began looking at the pictures and
reading the articles.
Their faces lit up when they saw
themselves back in the day when
they lived on the ranch. It was very
exciting to see their enthusiasm
as they shared their stories of life
on the ranch when they were here.

They all took out their cell phones
and started taking pictures of the
memories they were enjoying. For
some of these alumni, the pictures
they copied from the ranch
archives are the only childhood
pictures they have.
This scene reminded me of the
boys living on the ranch today. We
all have a hand in determining
what kind of memories these boys
(who live on the ranch today) will
have when they return 20 or 30
years from now.
The staff plays a major roll just in
the way they interact with the
boys, our donors are important
because they are the ones who
keep the lights on and food on the
table so the boys’ childhood
memories can even be made possible.

Another important group who help
determine what kind of memories
the boys develop from their experiences of growing up on the
ranch are our volunteers.
They act as grandma and grandpa
to the boys and are always ready
with a word of encouragement
and some special attention when
the boys are having a rough time.
When working with the boys, it is
important to look beyond the
present set of circumstances and
remember…we are making memories that will last a lifetime.
It reminds me of a passage found
in Jude verses 21-22, “Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life. 22 And of
some have compassion, making a
difference.”
Jeff King

2nd Annual
Southern Gospel
Festival

3

April 16, 2016 marked the date when the St. Johns River Christian Golf Fellowship sponsored the 3rd Annual Rodeheaver Boys Ranch Golf Tournament. The tournament was held at the
Palatka Golf Course and there were 17 paid teams in attendance. The weather was great and the
ranch had two teams playing in the tournament. One of the teams was made up of one cottage
dad and three ranch boys. None of the ranch teams placed, but everyone had fun and the ranch
received a nice financial benefit to help take care of the 45 boys living on the ranch.

St. Johns River
Christian Golf Fellowship

On January 23, 2016 the Palatka Skeet Club hosted the 1st Annual Rodeheaver Skeet Shoot.
The weather was cold and windy, but a full slate of teams showed up and contributed to a very successful fundraiser to help the boys. We owe a great debt of thanks to board members Greg Bacon,
Sidney Hobbs and Bobby Cothren for organizing the event.
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Everyone here enjoyed the
Gospel Music and the attendance
for the Annual Meeting/BBQ was
impressive. We had one of the
biggest crowds ever, but the spirit
and enthusiasm for the ranch mission was also one the best that has
ever been. This was a special weekend for many who were here.

2016
ANNUAL
MEETING
AND
BAR-B-QUE
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Catching the BIG ONES...
10th Annual Boy’s Bass Tournament
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March 12, 2016 was the date for the 4th Annual Rodeheaver Boys Ranch Classic Car, Truck &
Motorcycle Show. As usual there were plenty of cars, trucks and Motorcycles, and the boys
(with staff supervision) made the plaques that were presented to the winners. The annual Car
Show has become one of the favorite events among the boys. They love looking at and sometimes riding in the classic muscle cars.

4 t h A n n u a l R O D E H E AV E R B OY S R A N C H
C l a s s i c C a r, Tr u c k a n d M o t o r c y c l e S h o w
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The boys and staff were very busy March 18-26 at the

Putnam County Fair. The staff and boys were responsible
for the parking, helping the Azalea City Kiwanis Club at the
gate, showing hogs and manning the ranch booth. Needless to
say ,it was a long 9 days, but the ranch and boys benefited
f r o m t h e e x p e r i e n c e a s w e l l a s m o n e t a r i l y. T h e b o y s w h o r a i s e d
hogs for the show also were able to keep the profit from the
proceeds of the sale of their hogs in the auction.

We’d like to extend a big thank you to all of the
people who purchased pigs at the swine show.
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March 5, 2016 Crystal Cove Marina in Palatka hosted the 1st Annual Rodeheaver Benefit Bass Tournament.
The weather was great and the fish were biting. The big fish weighed in at 10.9 lbs. There were 68 boats entered in the
tournament and the ranch received several thousand dollars to help the boys. The 2nd Annual tournament is already in
the works for 2017.
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RBR Winter Bluegrass Festival

2016
February 18,19 & 20, 2016 Rodeheaver Boys Ranch hosted its 12th
Annual Palatka Bluegrass Festival. The Festival Park was almost
full of RV’s and the drive-in attendance was at an all-time high. The
music was world-class and the food & fellowship was tremendous.
Norman and Judy Adams continue to demonstrate why they are
the top promoters of Bluegrass Music in the industry. The boys
ranch is privileged to be a part of the Adams Bluegrass family!
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9th ANNUAL!

NOVEMBER 10, 11 & 12, 2016

NO VIDEO OR AUDIO RECORDING

THE ISAACS
(Saturday, 12th)

CONNIE SMITH
“Grand Ole Opry”

BALSAM RANGE

Member - Country
Music Hall of Fame

“IBMA Entertainer of the Year 2014”

THE LITTLE ROY &
LIZZY SHOW

(Saturday, 12th)

(Thursday, 10th)

(Saturday, 12th)

THE PRIMITIVE QUARTET

(Thursday, 10th)

“4 Time - IBMA - Male Vocalist of the Year”

(Friday, 11th)

THE INSPIRATIONS
(Friday, 11th)

GOLDWING EXPRESS
“Celebrating 25 Years”

RUSSELL MOORE AND
IIIrd TYME OUT

LARRY STEPHENSON
BAND
(Friday, 11th)

(Thursday, 10th)

RENO & HARRELL
(Friday, 11th)

EDDIE & MARTHA ADCOCK
(WITH- TOM GRAY)

FLATT LONESOME

(Friday, 11th)

(Thursday, 10th)

7
7

$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$90.00
$45.00

THE EDGAR
LOUDERMILK BAND
Featuring; JEFF AUTRY
(Saturday, 12th)

$35.00 ............. $40.00
$35.00 ............. $40.00
$35.00 .............. $40.00
$85.00 .............. $90.00
$45.00 .............. $50.00

TRINITY RIVER BAND
(Thursday, 10th)

THE CHURCHMEN
(Saturday, 12th)

No High BackLounge Chairs or
Rockers
Max Size:
39” High 26” Wide

Fu n d R a i s e r

On January 12, 2016 the Zaxby’s in Palatka held a fundraiser for Rodeheaver Boys Ranch. A portion of all proceeds
for a four-hour block of time was donated to the ranch. The evening resulted in several hundred dollars being raised to
help take care of the boys. We owe a Special thanks to Krista Purcell Rodeheaver Boys Ranch Foundation
Phone:
386-328-1281
www.rbr.org
Email:
Development
Director
for setting up•theWebsite:
event and
to Zaxby’s for •
hosting
it! rodeheaverboys@gmail.com

Ranch Needs That Come To Mind
1.
2.
3.
4.

Twin Mattresses
Cottage washers and dryers
Commercial Mowers
40 to 50 hp tractor

5.
6.
7.
8.

Horse Hay
Tents (Camping & Shelter)
Bicycles
PC's running Windows 7

9. Water Treatment Systems
10. Sturdy Bedroom Furniture
11. Tents for Boy Scouts
12. Backpacking Equipment

Phone: 386-328-1281
Web site: www.rbr.org
E-mail: rodeheaverboys@gmail.com
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